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DETAILED ACTION 

Examiner acknowledges receipt of the amendment on 5/9/05. According 
to the amendment, claims 1-36 are pending in the application. 

The indicated allowable subject matter in claims 1-7, 22, 31-32 and 35- 
36 in the office action issued on 2/8/05 has been withdrawn due to newly 
found references of Yacenda (US. 2001/0003100) and Enzminger et al (US 
6,358,151). Claims 1-36 are rejected as following: 

Claim Objections 

1. Claims 1 and 23 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a) In claim 1, line 3, the claimed " the game play should be corrected to "a 
game play". 

b) In claim 23, line 3, the claimed " the patron, a patron identifier identifying 
a patron" should be corrected to "a patron, a patron identifier identifying the 
patron". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of 
carrying out his invention. 
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3. Claims 1, 8, 10, 22-23, 26-31, 33-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
first paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. 
The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the 
relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. The limitations "before the game play 
begin", "during the game play", "without the game play" set forth in claims 1, 8, 
10, 22-23, 26-31, 33-36 contain new matter. The specification and the claims 
as originally filed do not contain those features. It is requested applicant direct 
the examiner attention to the specific lines of the original disclosure where fill 
support of the claimed limitations may be found. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 18 recites the limitation "the second client terminal" in lines 2 and 
3-4. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schneier et al (US. 5,871,398) in view of Yacenda (US, 2001/0003100) and 
Enzminger et al (US. 6,358,151). 

As per claim 1, 6-10, Schneier discloses a gaming method comprising 
receiving at a server a purchase request before the game play (col. 5, lines 56- 
67 and col. 6, lines 1-7); determining and storing the results of the game before 
the play has begun (col. 9, lines 35-39 and 57-67; and col. 10, lines 1-4). 
Schneier does not explicitly disclose adjusting an account of the player based 
on the results of the game before the play has begun, receiving a request from 
a second terminal to reveal the results of the game and sending the results to 
the second terminal. However, Yacenda discloses updating the player accounts 
responsive to the requests for a game and winning results based on the 
outcomes predetermined before the game has begun (paragraphs 0014 and 
0016); and Enzminger discloses sending the results of the game to players 
according to the players' requests (col. 2, lines 45-53; col. 3, lines 10-20; and 
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col. 6, lines 57-59). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to adjust the account of the player 
based on the results of the game in the game in the game of Schneier as taught 
by Yacenda; and to send the results of the game to a second terminal in the 
game of Scheiner as- taught by Enzminger in order to allow the player to 
monitor his current account's balance and to allow other players to view the 
game processed. 

As per claim 2, Schneier discloses receiving a purchase amount (col. 9, 
line 67; and col. 10, lines 1-4). 

As per claim 3-4 and 13-14, Schneier discloses including a purchase 
amount of "m" tickets and a denomination value represented through different 
price points (col. 17, lines 1-9). 

As per claim 5 and 27, Schneier discloses including a plurality of agent 
terminals located on-site at retailers/ merchants (col. 6, lines 5-7). 

As per claim 1 1-12, Schneier discloses a player may communicate 
messages in response to suitable prompts/ menu to purchase wagers/ outcomes 
(col. 10, lines 33-55). 

As per claim 15, Schneier discloses that a player account is debited by 
subtracting purchase amount from an account balance based on a purchase 
request or prize winning (col. 19, lines 1-21 and col. 20, lines 40-52). 
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As per claim 16, since Schneier also discloses tracking player' data 
relating to the player and store it in a player database (col. 11, lines 51-56), 
Schneier obviously discloses storing player account data using the player 
identifier. 

As per claim 17-18, Schneier discloses that communications between the 
AT/HTV terminals and the CMC can be accomplished through various types of 
interactive communication networks (col. 6, lines 26-27 and lines 32-41). 

As per claim 19, Schneier discloses that a player can continue game play 
until player balance is equal to zero (col. 19, lines 16-21 and col. 20, lines 40- 
44). 

As per claim 20-21, Schneier discloses an authentication data including 
biometric data such as fingerprints (col. 7, lines 48-67). 

As per claim 22-36, refer to discussion in claims 1 and 20-21 above. 
Further, specifying a specific time to send the results of a game to a terminal 
would have been both well-known and obvious design choice. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-36 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Kim Nguyen whose telephone number 
is 571-272-4441. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 
during business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Xuan Thai, can be reached on 571-272-7147. The 
central official fax number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 




kn 

Date: July 14, 2005 



Kim Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3713 



